
 

Nuon Therapeutics Announces Positive Topline Results From a Phase 2a 
Study in Hyperuricemia 

Success allows initiation of phase 2b study in patients with gout 

SAN MATEO, Calif., June 16, 2010 – Nuon Therapeutics, Inc., a privately held, clinical stage 
biopharmaceutical company, announced today that a phase 2a study of NU1618, the company’s lead 
program, met its primary endpoint of reduction in serum uric acid (sUA) levels in patients with 
hyperuricemia. 

“This successful proof-of-principle study provides the basis to advance the NU1618 program rapidly.” said 
Lee Rauch, president and chief executive officer of Nuon Therapeutics. “We have initiated a phase 2b 
study in patients with gout and expect to start enrollment within the next few weeks.” 

In the phase 2a randomized, double-blind, crossover study, twenty patients with hyperuricemia (mean 
sUA levels of 8.1 mg/dL) received 300 mg once daily (qd) tranilast, 300 mg qd allopurinol, 400 mg qd 
allopurinol, or one of two dosage strengths of a Nuon proprietary combination of tranilast and allopurinol. 
The proprietary combinations demonstrated greater percentage decreases in sUA than either single 
agent. The higher dosage combination showed a decrease in sUA of 49 percent compared to 38 percent 
for 400 mg qd allopurinol. In addition, a significantly greater percentage of patients taking the higher dose 
achieved reductions below a clinically relevant threshold of 4.0 mg/dL compared to those given 400 mg 
qd allopurinol (61 percent versus 11 percent; p=0.0027). All treatment regimens were well-tolerated. 

“There is a need for therapeutic strategies to substantially reduce serum urate levels in patients with gout. 
The favorable responses achieved with the NU1618 program support further studies aimed toward 
demonstrating efficacy in achieving this therapeutic target." said John Sundy, M.D., Ph.D., director, 
Immunology and Inflammation Medicine, at the Duke Clinical Research Institute. 

The Company plans to present a summary of the data from this study at an upcoming scientific congress. 

The proprietary combination of tranilast and allopurinol decreases uric acid in the body through two 
mechanisms: by increasing uric acid excretion by the kidneys (via the uricosuric action of tranilast) and by 
decreasing its production (through inhibition of the enzyme xanthine oxidase, the mechanism of 
allopurinol). Tranilast is also an anti-inflammatory, immune system modulator, which may allow the 
NU1618 program to address the chronic inflammatory component of gout in addition to lowering urate 
levels. 

About Hyperuricemia and Gout 

Gout is a chronic, progressive rheumatic disease, caused by an inflammatory response to uric acid 
crystals deposited in joints and soft tissues as a result of an excess of uric acid in the blood 
(“hyperuricemia”). The most common form of inflammatory arthritis, gout affects approximately 8-10 
million people in the United States and Europe. The disease is characterized by acute episodes, or flares, 
in which uric acid crystals trigger an immune response in the body and produce painful and debilitating 
inflammation. Gout patients also have a chronic, systemic inflammation as a result of their disease and 
underlying uric acid crystal burden. This chronic, systemic inflammation associated with gout has been 
identified as a risk factor for cardiovascular disease. Effective treatment of hyperuricemia in gout patients 
requires lifelong therapy to decrease uric acid in the body. 

About Nuon Therapeutics, Inc. 



Nuon Therapeutics, Inc. is a privately held, clinical stage, biopharmaceutical company that is developing 
small molecule drugs to address critical, unmet medical needs in autoimmune and rheumatic diseases. 
The Company was founded in 2006 and has raised a total of $38 million from investors including Domain 
Associates, L.L.C., Frazier Healthcare Ventures, and GBS Venture Partners. Nuon Therapeutics, Inc. has 
its headquarters in San Mateo, CA. For additional information, please visit: www.nuontherapeutics.com 

Contact: 

Company 

Paulette Dillon  
Chief Business Officer  
Nuon Therapeutics, Inc.  
Phone: 1-650-645-1800  
E-mail: info@nuontherapeutics.com 

Media 

Michele Parisi  
BioComm Network, Inc.  
Phone: 1-925-429-1850  
E-mail: mparisi@biocommnetwork.com 
 

http://www.nuontherapeutics.com/�
mailto:info@nuontherapeutics.com�
mailto:mparisi@biocommnetwork.com�

	Nuon Therapeutics Announces Positive Topline Results From a Phase 2a Study in Hyperuricemia
	Success allows initiation of phase 2b study in patients with gout
	About Hyperuricemia and Gout
	About Nuon Therapeutics, Inc.
	Company
	Media




